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The Abstraction of Civil Subject and Its Impact on the 
System of Private Law 

MEI Xiaying 

 

Abstract: The subject of modern civil code has the basic division of “ethical personality” and 

“property personality”, which has the characteristics of formal rationality and instrumentalization. 

From the personality of family law to the personality of legal person of Commercial Listed 

companies, there is a progressive phenomenon of personality abstraction. In this process, human 

biology and ethics are filtered gradually and the subject eventually becomes the symbolic property 

personality. This progressive phenomenon can effectively explain the separation between family 

law and property law in traditional private law, the boundary between civil law and commercial 

law, and the foundation of the transformation of personality images trusted by social legislation. 

The process of informationization in contemporary society further strengthens the 

commercialization of civil subjects. In the future, civil law should adhere to the regulation of civil 

society membership and non-formal ethical personality. On this basis, the subject problems of 

special objects such as animals, frozen embryos and robots should be reasonably demonstrated and 

legislated on the basis of determining the progressive phenomenon of personality abstraction. 

Keywords: Abstraction of Personality;  Formal Rationality;  Ethics;  Progressive Phenomenon of 

Personality 
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