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A Critical Analysis on the Domestic Law Sources of
Trade Protectionism of the United States
—With Comments on Article 232 and Article 301

HU Jiaxiang

Abstract: On March 23, 2018, President Trump of the United States announced that, based on
the investigation conclusion under Article 301 of the Trade Act of 1974, his government would
impose a massive round of tariffs on the imports from China and limit the mergers of Chinese and
American enterprises. On March 8, Trump had already announced that, based on the investigation
conclusion under Article 232 of the Expansion Act of 1962, the US government would impose
25% and 10% tariffs respectively on the steel and aluminium products imported from China and
other countries. While the impact on the Chinese exports of steel and aluminium products needs
further assessment, the investigation conclusion under Articles 301 will influence the exports of
1300 tariff items from China, which are worth 60 billion US dollars. Although both governments
have visited each other frequently in order to avoid the trade war between the two countries, the
US government often broke its promises. What are the domestic law sources behind the US
actions? Whether are the US measures in conformity with the WTO rules? How can other countries
react to the US measures? All these are the issues which deserve our serious consideration.

Keywords: Trade Protectionism; Domestic Law Sources; Article 232; Article 301
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